
Academy of the National Economy. Danilov
Danil'yan joi.ned the Soviet GovernJilent in August 
1991 as a depury minister for nawre use and 
envirOnmc:mal pro~:eetioo. He became the Russian 
Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources (the 
predecessor to the presenl Ministry) in November 
1991. Danilov-DanH'yan won a seat in the Sr.ate 
Duma. the legisla.rure'& lower house, in December 
1993 as a candidate of the proreform Ru~ia's 
Choice alliance headed by his longtime A.!aociate, 
economist Yegor Gaydar. He is the author of over 
200 sci..encific articles. 
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Danilov-Dan.il'yan speaks English. His wife, 
YeJena Rjchter, is a concert pianist. The couple has 
three sons. 
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Viktor Ivano\'icb D.'\ .. 'iiLOV-DANIL'YAN 
(Phonetic. dahNEEJuff-dahneelY.~ 

Minister of Protection of tlu 

Effl'iro~nl and Natl.lral Resources 
(sinc•l991) 

Addresstd as: Mr. Mi.niJ·t•r 

Vllaor Danilov-Dani.J'yan is an experienced 
econoll'Ust who looks at enYllOnm.enw conservation 
as good economic policy fust and as a moral 

obligation second. A man of strong convictions, be 
tries to sway opponcat.s by pointing to dle ife&ter' 

social gain. He is seeking fundamental solutions to 

Russia's e.nvironment.nl problems, ilclcnowledging 
a paradox: "Tu preurve our OllYironiilCill, money 
is needed," he on~ commented. "But to cam 
moncv we must use our naru.raJ resOUJ"CeS.." 
Dan.i:~v-DaniJ 'ydll is looking to chc United Scares in 
particular for r.nancial, scientific, and technological 
support. As the Russian chairman of the environment 
comminec of tbe Gore-Chemomyrdin Commission 
since 1993, he bas been an active and enpged 
counterpart co US policymakers. 

Danilov-Danil'yan's position provi~ h!m the 
opportunity co help formulate comprehensive . 

environm:ntaJ and economic polici~. Hi' portfolio 
is wide rangi.1g, incorporating 11 former agencies 
whose functions were simi.l.ar to those of the US 

- Environmental Protection Agen.cy, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Coast Guard (enforcement of fishing 
regulations), and Forest Service. He also sirs oo 
several broad-based advisory bodies, includina the 
S~uriry Council. 

Pursuing Hi! Mandate 

To help overcome Russia'$ daunting 
environmenuJ challenges, Danilov-Danil'ynn has 
employed economic, legislative, and public 
relations levers. His environmeDtaJ strategy relies 
hea\'ily on enforcement tools 5uch as fines and the 
pollurer-pay principle. Dani!ov-Danil'yan also bas 
lobbied for envirorunemallegislation-oot only to 

give hir.. ::..:. means to enforce compliance but also 
to generate deb~ to raise public awareness of 

RUSSIA 

environmentAl laxity. Now a mem~r of the State 
Duma, Da.nilc.v-Danil'yan h.a.s added opportunity to 
pLlr5ue this tactic. 

Danilov-Danil'yan participares regularly in 
international ecology forums thar focus on diverse 
topics rang ina from Arctic studies to ozone 
depletion. At borne, he served in 1991 as a member 
of a panel investigating a deal by e tiS company to 

develop the vast Tcnghiz oil fields in Kaukhstan. 
He also headed a commission in early 1992 that 
awarded oil and gas eJtploration rightS in the 
Okhotsk Sea neac Sakhalin Island to Japanese and 

US companies. In May 1993, Dat~ilov-Da.nil'yan 
was appointed Russian chairman of a bilateral 
RussiAn-Japanese com.m.ission oo environmental 
conservation. 

Career and Persooal Data 

Danilov-Danil'yan was born on 9 ~ay 1938 in 
Moscow. A doctor of economic sciences. he 
gradu~ from Moscow State Uwv~n.ity in 1960 
and worked at its computer ~ter until 1!164. From 
1964-76 he was at the liberal CentrAl Economic
Mathematical Irutitute (TsEMI) ; a co-worker 
during this period WllS Boris Saltylcov, the pteSent 
Minister of Science and Technology Policy. From 
1976-80, Danilov-Danil'yan worked ac the Institute 
of Systems R.esearcb; he then moved ro the 
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